CityCouncil@ScottsdaleAZ.gov
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Mr. Mayor and City Council Members,

RE: Palomino Public Library: Saturday Closure

Beginning in February, the Scottsdale Public Library system plans to close the Palomino Public Library on Saturdays in order to save $50,000 per year.  This affects the Palomino community unfairly and out of proportion to other library communities, it cuts off access to public services in neighborhoods without other city amenities (such as skate parks, aquatic centers, and sports fields), and it fails to consider other options.
As a patron of Palomino Public Library, I would ask you to please do everything in your power to keep Palomino open to the public on Saturdays.  Some reasons include: 
1. Palomino would be the only city library to allow no weekend access to the public effective 2/5/11.

2. Closing the library all weekend places an unfair burden on working families.  

3. The Palomino Public library is the most cost-effective branch of the library system, thanks to its partnership with SUSD.  

4. It’s bad business and bad use of taxpayer dollars to cut hours from the branch that already costs the city the least to operate.  
5. Our Public library is always unfairly and repeatedly targeted for cuts while the other libraries are supported and enhanced. 

6. Reasons for closing Palomino are based on misleading data about hours and usage.

7. Library management needs to recognize and fulfill its obligations to patrons in our community. 
We understand that the budget situation is critical this year, and sacrifices must be made across the board.  We would simply ask that you please consider other options as you address these serious issues.  Some options include:
1. Reducing Sunday hours at other branches would still provide partial weekend service to all library patrons without eliminating complete weekend service for any.   

2. Distribute the cuts fairly across the five city libraries at $10,000 each, or in proportion to the size and number of patrons at each library.  Doing this may make it possible to keep all branches open for the same hours they had in 2010.  

Respectfully yours, 
Your name
Your address
